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MESSAGE FROM 
CHAIRMAN 
HORSFORD 
We are stronger than ever.
Since the 118th Congress was sworn-in ten months 
ago, the Congressional Black Caucus has been 
fighting FOR THE PEOPLE.

We have been fighting to preserve our Democracy, 
fighting to protect voting rights and create fairer 
districts, fighting for public safety and police 
accountability, fighting to protect a woman’s right 
to choose, fighting against the expulsion of Black 
elected officials, fighting archaic traditions that 
block progress, and of course, fighting extremist 
Republicans and a judiciary who would rather 
erase us — who want to see us less free and with 
fewer fundamental rights. 

This past quarter, the landscape of our national 
politics shifted. In the wake of Supreme Court 
decisions on affirmative action and student loan 
forgiveness — and with challenges to congressional 
maps that would give Black voters more power 
— conservative attacks on Black people and 
Blackness have become more concerted and overt. 

More than a dozen conservative attorneys 
general have sent letters to the nation’s largest 
companies warning them that explicit racial 
quotas and preferences in hiring and promotions 
would be challenged with legal action. A federal 
judge in Tennessee struck down a provision in 
the Small Business Administration’s 8(a) Business 
Development program threatening billions in 
government contracting dollars for historically 
disadvantaged groups. And charges against 
“wokeism” have turned to assaults on organizations 
like the Fearless Fund that provide growth 
financing to businesses for Black women and 
women of color.

In anticipation of these attacks, we set out on a 
plan to get out of Washington, D.C., and take our 
message directly to the American people. Through 
the Congressional Black Caucus Institute, we 
executed the Democracy for the People summer 

of action in 14 cities around the country which 
concluded in August during the 60th Anniversary 
of the March on Washington. Our message was 
clear to those who wish to see us less free and 
with fewer fundamental rights and opportunities 
of advancement: We know what you are doing, we 
will call you out, and we will not stop fighting back.

As a result of the work of the CBC, our allies, and 
voters who refused to be silenced, federal judges 
struck down Republican-drawn congressional 
maps that disenfranchised Black voters in  
Alabama, Louisiana, South Carolina, Georgia and 
Florida. We were successful in our efforts to add 
a second majority-Black district in Alabama and 
are working to achieve similar results in Louisiana, 
Florida, Texas and Georgia. Together, we fought 
back on attempts to distort our nation's history 
by banning books and erasing Black history. And 
together, we made clear that the CBC will stand 
up to ultra extremists who are trying to hold the 
American people hostage as they impose their 
radical agenda. 

In the months to come, the CBC will fight to hold 
the line on diversity, equity and inclusion programs 
and policies in the corporate sector, institutions 
of higher education and throughout the federal 
government. We will continue to coordinate our 
efforts with civil rights leaders, Black business 
organizations, state and local Black elected 
officials, and labor leaders around the country.  
We will continue to promote public safety and 
police accountability to keep our communities safe. 
And we will set forth a Black economic prosperity 
and wealth agenda to provide opportunities for 
those who have been held back for too long.

We invite those who support these efforts and 
policy goals to join us by supporting CBC Members 
in our districts and through constituent and 
community organizing opportunities. Together, we 
will win the day, win the week and win the month 
on behalf of the more than 120 million constituents 
that our Members collectively represent.  
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ON THE ISSUES

DEMOCRACY & 
RACE IN AMERICA 
Black people are under attack 
in America. From the Supreme 
Court to our school boards, the 
attacks against Black people 
and Blackness are coordinated, 
well-funded, and are coming 
from every side.

The CBC made clear that we 
will not stop fighting back 
against the attacks on Black 
people — whether it’s the 
erosion of our fundamental 
rights, election denialism and 
partisan gerrymandering, 
charges against ‘wokeism,’ or 
whitewashing our history by 
banning books.

VOTING RIGHTS & 
REDISTRICTING
In absolute defiance of the 
Supreme Court ruling in Allen 
v. Milligan, which required 
states like Alabama and 
Louisiana to give Black voters 
more voting power and fairer 
representation, Republican-
controlled legislatures refused. 

As a result of the tireless work 
of the CBC led by our own 
Rep. Terri Sewell and Rep. Troy 
Carter, and others like Attorney 
Eric General Holder, judges 
struck down Republican-drawn 
maps in Alabama, Louisiana 
and Florida for discriminating 
against Black voters. 

The CBC will continue to  
fight against the voter 
suppression that plagues our 
country and impedes access to 
the ballot box, particularly in 
Black communities.

EDUCATION & 
BLACK HISTORY
Amid nationwide book bans 
and distortions of our nation's 
history, the Florida State Board 
of Education adopted new 
standards for African American 
history for K-12 students 
suggesting that slavery was 
beneficial for enslaved people.

The CBC issued a letter led by 
Chairman Steven Horsford, Rep. 
Frederica Wilson, Rep. Maxwell 
Alejandro Frost, and Rep. 
Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick, 
demanding that the Florida 
Board of Education immediately 
reverse its decision and put 
an end to the attacks on Black 
history in the state.
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ON THE ISSUES CONTINUED02

DEMOCRACY FOR 
THE PEOPLE
The Congressional Black 
Caucus Institute executed the 
nationwide Democracy for the 
People summer of action in 14 
cities around the country, which 
culminated in Washington, DC 
on the 60th Anniversary of the 
March on Washington.

The CBCI registered voters and 
trained organizers to address 
the ongoing threats to our 
democracy and fundamental 
freedoms, such as the expulsion 
of Black legislators, attacks on 
voting rights, and ideologically-
driven Supreme Court decisions 
on affirmative action, student 
debt cancellation, and abortion 
rights. 

DE&I, SMALL 
BUSINESS 
CONTRACTING 
AND BLACK 
WEALTH 
CREATION
In the wake of the SCOTUS 
affirmative action ruling, more 
than a dozen conservative 
attorneys general sent letters 
warning the nation’s largest 
companies that explicit racial 
quotas and preferences in 
hiring and promotions would be 
met with legal action.

Additionally, a federal judge 
in Tennessee struck down 
a provision in the Small 
Business Administration’s 
8(a) Business Development 
program which was meant 

to be a pipeline to billions in 
government contracting dollars 
for historically disadvantaged 
groups. 

The CBC convened a war room 
meeting to devise a response 
to the ongoing assault by 
conservative activists on DE&I 
initiatives in the private sector. 

ENGAGING THE 
BLACK LABOR 
MOVEMENT
The CBC convened a meeting 
with national Black labor 
leaders as a follow-up to the 
CBC’s “Black Labor Leader” 
roundtable held earlier this year 
in Boston, MA during the NAACP 
conference. Together, members 
of the CBC and members of 
the American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal 
Employees (AFSCME), and 
the Coalition of Black Trade 
Unionists (CBTU) discussed 
issues such as the skills gap, 
labor shortages, unemployment 
rates, grants for skills training 
and labor apprenticeship 
programs. 
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ON THE ISSUES CONTINUED

ENGAGING 
WITH BLACK 
LEGISLATORS
The CBC convened a meeting 
with the National Black Caucus 
of State Legislators (NBCSL), 
National Organization of Black 
Elected Legislative Women 
(N.O.B.E.L. Women) and the 
African American Mayors 
Association (AAMA). 

The meeting allowed the 
CBC and Black legislators 
from around the country to 
engage in conversation about 
legislative, executive, and 
community-based solutions to 
fortify our democracy, organize 
in our communities and hold 
those accountable that are 
responsible for suppressing our 
fundamental freedoms.

GUN REFORM, 
COMMUNITY 
VIOLENCE 
INTERVENTION 
AND POLICE 
ACCOUNTABILITY 
The CBC held a private meeting 
and press conference with the 
Mothers of the Movement and 
Attorney Benjamin Crump to 
provide an update on Congress’ 
public safety legislation and to 
let families affected by police 
violence know that we are 
still doing all we can to pass 
meaningful reform.

Additionally, the CBC held a 
private meeting with rapper 
and gun violence prevention 
advocate, Quavo, to discuss 
gun violence prevention 
and community violence 
intervention.

The CBC will not stop until 
we achieve greater police 
accountability, standards, and 
transparency, and finally put an 
end to senseless gun violence to 
keep our communities safe.
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MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 

•	 House Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries 
joined Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, 
Senator Raphael Warnock, Senator Amy 
Klobuchar, Senator Tim Kaine, Rep. Terri Sewell, 
Rep. John Sarbanes and Rep. Joe Morelle for a 
press conference to reintroduce the Freedom to 
Vote Act.

•	 House Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries 
led a bipartisan Congressional delegation 
to Trinidad and Tobago to discuss pressing 
economic and geopolitical issues in the 
Caribbean.

•	 Rep. Maxine Waters, Ranking Member of 
the House Financial Services Committee, 
penned a powerful op-ed reflecting on the 15th 
anniversary of the 2008 financial crisis and the 
importance of the Supreme Court upholding the 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau.

•	 Rep. Maxine Waters helped secure the 
bipartisan passage of nine bills aimed at 
strengthening our national security.

•	 Rep. Donald M. Payne, Jr. hosted a Veterans Job 
Fair in his district.

•	 Rep. Valerie Foushee welcomed National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) 
Deputy Administrator Pam Melroy to North 
Carolina’s 4th District to visit critical research 
and life sciences programs that are working to 
educate the next generation of STEM leaders 
and diversify our nation's STEM workforce.

•	 Rep. Barbara Lee was chosen by President 
Joe Biden to serve as Representative of the 
United States to the 78th Session of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations in New York.
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03

•	 Rep. Barbara Lee held a “District Download” 
event for her constituents at the Oakland 
Museum in California’s 12th District to highlight 
federal funding coming to the district, answer 
constituent questions, and give a recap of the 
118th Congress thus far.

•	 Rep. Ilhan Omar and Rep. Bonnie Watson 
Coleman introduced the Brittany Clardy Missing 
And Murdered Black Women And Girls Act, 
critical legislation to address the nationwide 
crisis of missing and murdered Black women 
and girls.

•	 Assistant Democratic Leader James Clyburn 
was joined by President Joe Biden at Enphase 
Energy, a company that has been mobilized by 
the Inflation Reduction Act to invest $60 million 
in clean energy manufacturing, which will 
create a new facility and 600 new jobs in  
South Carolina.

•	 Assistant Democratic Leader James Clyburn 
celebrated $17.4 million in federal funding for 
Claflin University, a Historically Black College 
and University, to build a Bioscience Research 
and Technology Center.

•	 Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee introduced the  
Chyna Gibson Stop the Transgender Murder 
Epidemic Act.

•	 Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee introduced the 
Kimberly Vaughan Firearm Safe Storage Act, 
which would establish and disseminate best 
practices regarding safe firearm storage as well 
as create a grant program for the distribution of 
safe storage devices.

•	 Rep. Sydney Kamlager-Dove hosted the 
Healthcare Town Hall about healthcare 
affordability, accessibility, and equity.

•	 Rep. Sydney Kamlager-Dove celebrated 
the grand opening of the Washington View 
Apartment to house formerly unhoused seniors.

•	 Rep. Yvette D. Clarke sent a letter to the CEOs 
of Meta Platforms, Inc. and X Corp., Mark 
Zuckerberg and Linda Yaccarino, requesting 
clarification on how their organizations are 
addressing AI-generated content in political 
advertisements hosted on their social  
media platforms.

•	 Rep. Shontel Brown met with labor members 
and union leaders from across Northeast Ohio 
to discuss how House Democrats and the White 
House are growing the middle class thanks to 
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, the CHIPs and 
Science Act, and the Inflation Reduction Act.

•	 Rep. Marilyn Strickland was recognized as 
Planned Parenthood’s 2023 Champion of 
Reproductive Health.

•	 Rep. Marilyn Strickland and Rep. Alma Adams 
introduced the Land-Grant Research Equity and 
Accountability Act.

•	 Rep. Robin Kelly introduced the CARE For  
Moms Act.

•	 Rep. Robin Kelly's Securing the U.S. Organ 
Procurement and Transplantation Network Act 
was signed into law by President Joe Biden.

•	 Rep. Jonathan L. Jackson hosted Vice President 
Kamala Harris at the 57th Annual Rainbow 
PUSH Coalition International Convention.

•	 Rep. Jonathan L. Jackson, Rep. Shelia Jackson 
Lee, and Rep. Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick  
co-hosted a dinner with the President of 
Guyana, Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali.

•	 Rep. Steven Horsford introduced the Pay 
Workers What They've Earned Act. 

•	 Rep. Troy A. Carter, Sr. hosted the panel “Our 
Kids are NOT OK, and Neither Are We!” at the 
52nd Annual Congressional Black Caucus 
Annual Legislative Conference.

MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS CONTINUED
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•	 Rep. Troy A. Carter, Sr. joined Senior Advisor 
to the President, White House Infrastructure 
Coordinator, and former Mayor of New Orleans 
Mitch Landrieu to announce project selections 
for new climate resilience funding for Louisiana 
totaling $207M.

•	 Rep. Maxwell Alejandro Frost joined President 
Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris at 
the White House to announce the creation of the 
Office of Gun Violence Prevention.

•	 Rep. Maxwell Alejandro Frost hosted the 
Gun Violence Prevention Panel — How Do We 
Stop the Bleeding: A Discussion on How to 
Combat Gun Violence in a Fractured Political 
Environment at the 52nd Annual Legislative 
Conference.

•	 Rep. Lucy McBath joined White House Press 
Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre to speak on the 
newly-created White House Office of Gun 
Violence Prevention.

•	 Rep. Lauren Underwood and Rep. Alma Adams 
hosted the Black Maternal Health Caucus 2023 
Stakeholder Summit.

•	 Rep. Don Davis traveled across seven counties 
to welcome students back to the classroom for 
the new academic school year.

•	 Rep. Don Davis introduced the bipartisan 
Flooding Prevention, Assessment, and 
Restoration Act to address flood challenges in 
rural communities.

•	 Rep. Joe Neguse welcomed House Democratic 
Leader Hakeem Jeffries to Colorado for a 
community conversation on gun violence 
prevention.

•	 Rep. Joe Neguse announced three monumental 
RAISE Grants that are making there way to 
different transportation projects across the 
country.

•	 Rep. Frederica S. Wilson, in partnership with 
Howard University, held a congressional 
briefing on the disproportionate impact of 
health disparities in Black men and boys.

•	 Rep. Frederica S. Wilson and 5000 Role Models 
of Excellence were invited to the White House 
by Director of the Office of Public Engagement 
Stephen K. Benjamin for a Convening with Black 
Men in the Biden-Harris Administration.

•	 Rep. Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick introduced 
a bipartisan House resolution that designates 
September 2023 as “National Cholesterol 
Education Month," and September 30, 2023, as 
“LDL-C Awareness Day."

•	 Rep. Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick hosted the 
panel “Haiti: A Path Forward with the Diaspora” 
at the 52nd Annual Legislative Conference.

•	 Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester introduced the 
Charles Rochester Blood Clot Prevention and 
Treatment Act, in honor of her late husband.

•	 Rep. Dwight Evans voted to secure $39 million 
in federal funding for Phase 5 of Philadelphia 
International Airport's Restroom Renovation 
Program.

•	 Rep. Glenn Ivey hosts the Affirmative Action 
Roundtable & Briefing.

•	 Rep. Al Green hosted a historic Slavery 
Remembrance Legislative Update with 
commemorative breakfast to legislatively 
implement a National Day of Slavery 
Remembrance annually on August 20th to help 
ensure the evils of slavery are never forgotten 
and never repeated.

•	 Rep. Bobby Scott and U.S. Senator Bernie 
Sanders introduced the bicameral Raise the 
Wage Act.

•	 Rep. Bobby Scott and Secretary of Labor Julie 
Su held events in Rep. Scott's district to mark  
the one year anniversary of the Inflation 
Reduction Act.

•	 Rep. Jahana Hayes welcomed House 
Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries, to 
Waterbury, CT, to attend Worship Service at 
Grace Baptist Church led by Pastor Kristopher  
S. Reese.

03 MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS CONTINUED
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03 MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS CONTINUED

•	 Rep. Jahana Hayes hosted a Passport Day 
in recognition of September being Passport 
Awareness Month. Over 100 passports  
were processed.

•	 Rep. Gregory W. Meeks, Rep. Al Green, and 
Rep. Joyce Beatty sent a letter to Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) Director 
Rohit Chopra urging the Bureau to include 
payroll data in their Dodd-Frank Section 1033 
open banking rules.

•	 Rep. Gregory W. Meeks was named the 
2023 Digital Equity Champion at Byte Back’s 
26th Anniversary Gala on October 13. The 
award honors his commitment to bridging 
the digital divide and advancing the cause of 
digital equity and economic development in 
historically marginalized and under-resourced 
communities.

•	 Rep. Bennie G. Thompson, in partnership with 
the National Park Service, hosted an Emmett 
Till Memorial where a wreath was laid at the 
Graball Landing site in Glendora, MS.

•	 Rep. Jasmine Crockett hosted her inaugural 
Back to School Resource Fair at Fair Park in 
Dallas, TX.

•	 Rep. Emanuel Cleaver, II hosted Secretary 
of Education Miguel Cardona at the Mattie 
Rhodes Center for the “Back to School Bus Tour 
2023: Raise the Bar.”

•	 Rep. Emilia Strong Sykes and Rep. Shontel 
Brown hosted Department of Health and 
Human Services Secretary Xavier Becerra for 
a tour and roundtable discussion with local 
stakeholders at Akron Children’s Hospital, which 
operates the Food Farmacy, a wellness garden 
and food pantry offering patients and families 
access to fresh produce.

•	 Rep. Emilia Strong Sykes and Rep. Shontel 
Brown introduced the Feed Our Families Act. 
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KEY MOMENTS (Since July 1, 2023)

12
JULY 
The CBC hosted Secretary of 
Transportation Pete Buttigieg 
for the CBC Weekly Business 
Meeting.

14
JULY
The CBC condemned Rep. Eli 
Crane for racist comments on 
the House floor.

19
JULY 
The CBC hosted Senior 
Advisor to the President for 
Clean Energy Innovation and 
Implementation John Podesta 
for the CBC Weekly Business 
Meeting.

 

21
JULY
The CBC issued a letter to 
the Florida State Board of 
Education demanding reversal 
of new standards for African 
American history.

25
JULY
The CBC commends President 
Biden and Vice President  
Harris for memorial 
designation to Emmett Till and 
Mamie Till-Mobley.

25
JULY
The CBC applauded JAY-Z’s The 
Shawn Carter Foundation and 
Robert Kraft’s Foundation to 
Combat Antisemitism for their 
Books Unbanned initiative to 
combat the nationwide spread 
of book bans.

26
JULY
The CBC hosted Secretary  
of Education Miguel Cardona 
for the CBC Weekly Business 
Meeting.

27
JULY
The CBC held a major press 
conference on the state of race 
and democracy in America.

03
AUGUST
The CBC filed an amicus brief 
in the U.S. District Court in the 
Northern District of Alabama 
objecting to the newly enacted 
congressional district map. 

 
 

04
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09
AUGUST 
The CBC issued a statement 
objecting to Florida Governor 
Ron DeSantis’ move to suspend 
the only Black female state 
attorney duly elected in Florida, 
Orange-Osceola State Attorney 
Monique Worrell.

26
AUGUST
The CBC reflected on the 60th 
Anniversary of the March on 
Washington.

27
AUGUST
The CBC issued a statement 
following the deadly white 
supremacist shooting in 
Jacksonville, Florida.

29
AUGUST
The CBC condemned 
comments by GOP presidential 
candidate Vivek Ramaswamy.

13
SEPTEMBER
The CBC held a war room 
strategy session on diversity, 
equity and inclusion, 
affirmative action, and Black 
wealth creation.

 
 

13
SEPTEMBER
The CBC hosted Assistant to the 
President and Domestic Policy 
Advisor Neera Tanden, White 
House Director of Legislative 
Affairs Shuwanza Goff, and 
CBCF President & CEO, Nicole 
Austin-Hillery for the CBC 
Weekly Business Meeting.

18
SEPTEMBER
The CBC hosted an off-the-
record salon event with Black 
media outlets and members of 
the press.

20
SEPTEMBER
The CBC hosted the Mothers 
of the Movement along with 
Attorney Benjamin Crump for  
a closed door meeting to 
provide an update on the 
public safety legislation.

20
SEPTEMBER
The CBC held a meeting with 
members of the American 
Federation of State, County 
and Municipal Employees 
(AFSCME), and the Coalition of 
Black Trade Unionists (CBTU). 

 
 

21
SEPTEMBER
The CBC held a private 
meeting with rapper and gun 
violence prevention advocate, 
Quavo, to discuss gun violence 
prevention and community 
violence intervention.

21
SEPTEMBER
The CBC convened a meeting 
with business leaders and civil 
rights leaders to discuss Black 
wealth creation. 

21
SEPTEMBER
The CBC held a private meeting 
with the National Black Caucus 
of State Legislators (NBCSL), 
National Organization of Black 
Elected Legislative Women 
(N.O.B.E.L. Women) and African 
American Mayors Association 
(AAMA).

21
SEPTEMBER
The CBC hosted a meeting with 
Sean “Diddy” Combs to discuss 
Black entrepreneurship and 
wealth creation.

29
SEPTEMBER
The CBC paid respects 
following the passing of U.S. 
Senator Dianne Feinstein.

03 KEY MOMENTS CONTINUED
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IN THE MEDIA

ABC News: Good Morning 
America: Quavo lobbies for gun 
violence prevention in D.C.

MSNBC: Congressional Black 
Caucus Chair: 'Black people 
are under attack'

Associated Press: Black 
leaders say threats to 
undermine US democracy 
appear aimed at their 
community

NewsOne: Congressional 
Black Caucus Checks Vivek 
Ramaswamy Over ‘KKK’ 
Comment To Ayanna Pressley

Forbes: As Attacks On America 
Expand, The Congressional 
Black Caucus Fights Forward

The Messenger: The 
Congressional Black Caucus 
Issues a Call for Economic 
Justice

Axios: Black lawmakers blast 
Alabama's new congressional 
map

CBS News: Vice President 
Kamala Harris speaks at 
town hall held at Roxbury 
Community College

 
 
 

Florida Politics: Congressional 
Black Caucus members 
demand Florida remove ‘racist 
tropes’ from new African 
American history standards

TheGrio: Members of the 
Congressional Black Caucus 
remember Senator Dianne 
Feinstein

POLITICO: The Congressional 
Black Caucus says they’ll 
oppose the Senate Judiciary 
Committee’s consideration of 
two judges unless the “blue 
slip” process is changed.

Yahoo News: Rep. Maxwell 
Frost slams Gov. Ron DeSantis 
for Jacksonville shooting

Democracy Docket: The 
Congressional Black Caucus 
Calls for Reforms to the Blue 
Slip System

Axios: CBC to Biden: FERC 
chair shouldn't be "acting"

CNN: Top Black congressional 
leader responds to GOP 
lawmaker's apology after using 
the term 'colored people'

Rolling Stone: Quavo Is Still 
Grieving Takeoff. He Went to 
Capitol Hill To Talk About It

 

Alabama Political Reporter: 
Sewell, Democrats introduce 
John R. Lewis Voting Rights 
Advancement Act

The Hill: Black Americans are 
under attack, say members of 
CBC

Yahoo Finance: Sean 
"Diddy" Combs Applauds 
Black Leaders' Commitment 
to Defending Democracy, 
Driving Corporate Diversity at 
Congressional Black Caucus 
Foundation's Annual Legislative 
Conference

Washington Informer: CBC 
Chairman Announces Fight for 
Resources for Minority-Owned 
Businesses

MSNBC: GOPers have a math 
problem. They want voter 
suppression to solve it.

TheGrio: Biden and Harris 
to deliver remarks at annual 
Congressional Black Caucus 
Phoenix Awards

CBS News: Biden warns 
against shutdown, makes case 
for second term with VP at 
Congressional Black Caucus 
dinner

06
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